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NEW OPENING -TURN - WASHINGTON’S SPIES June 21, 2019  
Secrets. Deception. Patriotism.   
All come together in the new exhibit coming to 
the Palm Harbor Museum in late June and 
continuing through September. It will open at 5 
PM Friday, June 21, with an introduction by 
Dunedin Museum Director Vinnie Luisi. 
 
“TURN: The Story of Washington's Spies” is 
an exhibit based on the television series of the 
same name, which aired in 2014-2017 on the 
AMC network.  On display will be production 
costumes, battle material, paper goods, camp 
material, dinnerware, glassware and other 
props used for the actual television production, 
which portrayed the story of a group of individ-
uals who assisted General George Washing-
ton in his defeat of the British during the Ameri-
can Revolution.  

The production was based on the story related to the Culper Spy Ring, whose members lived in Setauket, Long Island, 
and tells the true story of five men and two women who helped gather the information and move their secrets through 
enemy patrols during the British occupation of New York and Long Island. Members included a farmer, a Quaker, a fish-
erman, barmaids and servants who gathered military secrets from the British and passed them on to General Washing-
ton. 
 
The exhibit spotlights the first American spy ring, which was organized under orders from General George Washington 
in the summer of 1778 at the height of the Revolutionary War. The name refers to the act of “turning” an individual to 
espionage in support of a belief or cause.  
 
The museum exhibit tells the stories of Nathan Hale, who was captured as an American spy and executed; Benjamin 
Tallmadge, who organized the spy ring; and the traitor Benedict Arnold. It presents details about the members of the 
Culper Ring, including their aliases and activities. The covert project continued through the British evacuation of New 

York in 1783, with most activity taking place between 1778 and 1782. 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN  The Palm Harbor Museum is bubbling with talent these days as new projects, exhibits, 

and volunteers bring excitement and fresh ideas to the Museum. David Knupp’s energy and ideas are pushing us 

onward and upward, and stimulating new approaches.  David and Donnie Hanson are working on grants for funding 

projects with 2 grants submitted and another in the works. New funding will allow us to build additional resources to 

enrich the Museum’s offerings.  We hope you will visit the Museum in June for the TURN exhibit, and see what is happening this 

summer.  Your membership is more valuable than ever, and we hope you will continue to support the Museum and bring in 

your friends.  This is your Museum, Palm Harbor,  and we intend to expand our offerings to the community and to your children! 

OPENING PARTY, 4:30 TO 6:30 FRIDAY JUNE 21, 2019 

Vinnie Luisi presenting “TURN: Washington’s Spies” at 5:00pm 

Refreshments 4:30 to 6:30, Members Free Admission, Guests $5 



E V E N T S  A N D  P A R T I E S  

 LEARN AND PLAY – SATURDAYS JUNE AND JULY

   

   

   

Palm Harbor Museum has Summer Programs for 
children! Starting June 1st and continuing every other 

Saturday through June and July, bring your kids to the mu-
seum at 12:00pm for our fun and exciting series on Pinellas 
County’s Native people. During this two-hour event, kid’s 
will learn about how our indigenous Tocobaga and Safety 
Harbor Culture peoples lived by handling reproduction 
tools and artifacts and practicing the skills used by Pinellas 
County’s Native people. Your child will get to participate in 
making stone tools, using primitive fire-starting methods, 
hunting techniques, and pottery creation. Register today 
to save your spot! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VOLUNTEERS ARE THE BACKBONE OF A 
 NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION     
 

We Want You!   
Volunteer Opportunities  
 

GREETER, MUSEUM DOCENT, ARCHIVE AND COLLECTIONS, GRANT WRITING, 
SPECIAL EVENTS TEAM, MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE, ON-SITE EVENT STAFF, EVENTS VOL-
UNTEER, TEA BREWER, DATA ENTRY ASSISTANT, TEAM LEADER, MUSEUM SPECIALIST, 
HISTORIAN, GENEALOGY TRAINER. 

V O L U N T E E R S  

 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Palm Harbor Museum wants you! 
 
We’re looking for volunteers of all ages and all skill levels.  We need greeters and docents to 
welcome our guests and help them explore the museum. We also need researchers and ama-
teur curators to help catalogue our artifacts. Do you love Palm Harbor but don’t know anything 
about its history? Don’t worry! Our knowledgeable board and volunteers are here to help! Whether you’re 18 or 80, 
we would love to have you with us.  Contact us today at palmharbomuseum@outlook.com or go to our website 
www.palmharbormuseum.com for more information.  

DAVID KNUPP, Operations Manager talks about  
      Oral Histories at Palm Harbor Museum 
 
We are very excited to announce the renewal of our Oral History Program at the PHM thanks to 
the diligence of volunteers Barb Carrier, Terry Fortner, and Aaron Sorrells. Our volunteers 
have previously recorded more than 30 oral history interviews with members of the community 
and former residents of Palm Harbor. Barb and Terry have done some amazing work with the mu-

seum over the past several years by preserving the voices of the past through their work. Aaron joins us as a stu-
dent volunteer working towards his Bright Futures Scholarship and has put in a lot of hard work sorting, editing and 
even recording interviews. We hope to continue and expand this program in the coming months with the help of the 
applied-for grant from the Florida Humanities Council, Because of our renewed efforts to bring the stories of Palm 
Harbor’s past to life, we are in great need of volunteers who have experience and passion for video production and 
editing. If you would like to help with this project or any of our upcoming events, please contact us at palmharbor-
museum@outlook.com or sign up at https://www.palmharbormuseum.com/volunteer.html. 

 

Introducing Barbara Battaglia 
 

Barbara Battaglia was the  Project Leader on our first Annual  Egg Hunt and led the team of 15 
volunteers to a smashing success!  She is always ready to pitch in with any event from the Holi-
day Party to the English Tea!  We appreciate her talents and readiness to contribute to any task 
for the Museum.  She is also helping us recruit Business Partners and Community Partners to 
help the Museum with event funding and donations for Museum operations.  Thank you Barba-
ra! 

VOLUNTEER  BARBARA BATTAGLIA 
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R E N T  T H E  M U S E U M   

From birthday parties to baby showers, the Palm Harbor Muse-

um provides a historic backdrop for your next event.  With in-

door and outdoor space available and a catering kitchen to 

match your taste and budget, the museum is the perfect party 

spot for your friends and family to enjoy a bit of Palm Harbor’s 

history.  Members receive discounts on rentals! 

CALL the Museum at (727) 724-3054 or  
phmcurator@outlook.com for more information. 

Palm Harbor Museum Wish List:  
The Palm Harbor Museum is thankful for donations of new or gently-used items. If you are able to donate 
or sponsor an item on our list, please call us at 727-724-3054 or email us at  
palmharbormuseum@outlook.com.   
 

We are currently in need of: Office chairs, Stand-up electric fans, Color printer, Letter size printer paper, 
Misc. office supplies, Flash memory sticks, Sound Baffle for Belcher side of building. 

 Is it Polite to talk about it?? 
 

An eye-opening realization about being President of the Museum is the responsibility it brings to talk 
about money. The Museum operates on a very tight shoestring and if weren’t for friend’s donations, we 
could not keep the Museum open.  We have one grant this year which pays a quarter of our overhead, 
and our membership pays another quarter, leaving our volunteers to come up with the other half of the 

operating expenses in any ingenious ways they can. The Palm Harbor Museum is not supported by any entity in the 
unincorporated area of Palm Harbor, nor by county, or state funds. We love storing your artifacts, bringing in speak-
ers and holding public events at the Museum, and we hope to continue doing this, but we need your help to do 
so.  So when you get a letter asking to renew your membership, or come to an event at the Museum, remember to 
tuck some loose bills in the donation box to help us along so we can keep bringing you everything we can to leave a 
legacy for your kids about the area where they are growing up. Of course, larger donations are appreciated also! 

PUBLICITY by Sharon Lamm and Mackenzie Lamm 
 

The Museum has been very fortunate to have Sharon Lamm working on the 
Museum’s behalf with monthly articles for the Beacon and with other pub-
licity media.  We have recently added a Marketing specialist, Mackenzie 
Lamm, who is helping us  this summer before she continues her education 
at USF.  Thank you Mackenzie! 
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SUMMER PROGRAMS 
AND EVENTS 
 
June 21—5:00pm, Vinnie Luisi  
Opens the new exhibit and talks about “TURN - 
Washington’s Spies” , Refreshments, Members 
Free Admission, Guests $5 

 
Wed, July 10, TURN Speaker, 6:30 refreshments, 7:00 
program. Tampa Bay DAR –The Revolutionary War in the 
Tampa Bay area. 

Wed, August 14, 6:30 refreshments, 7:00 Memories of 
the Past: Voices of Palm Harbor by Barbara 

Carrier, videographer extrodinaire! 

Sat, August 24 – 10am to 12pm, Children’s Summer 
Cooldown, Water Event, Firetruck, Frozen Yogurt 

Sun, September 8, Grandparents Day. Video interviews 
of your grandparents by videographer at the Museum. You 
walk away from the interview with a video on a flash drive. 

Sat, September 21, Museum Day, Free Admission. 

WE ARE ALL ABOUT STORIES! 
 
We were recently told that the stories the Museum holds are the reason people come 
there.  We think so, too, so we are collecting stories  to tell.  Here is one that recently hap-
pened at the Museum.  
 
Told by Martha Lenderman, Board member. 
 
You had to be there to fully appreciate the meaning of this encounter.  I was hosting a 
group of memory care residents from a local ALF in their visit to the museum.  The Activity 

Director who accompanied the residents told me that many would not remember the visit for long afterwards due to 
severe memory problems, but they would likely have very special “moments” at the Museum.  Several male visitors 
wore caps bearing the military insignia of the branch in which they had served.  When I asked one gentleman about his 
naval service, he said with great animation that he had served on a ship visiting many ports around the world.  I asked 
Howard, another Museum volunteer, to join our conversation because Howard had also served in the Navy.  These two 
men of very different ages and backgrounds exchanged some joyful experiences.  When they got to their discussion 
about “shore leave,” I thought that was the right time for me to step away as the two retired military men shared what 
appeared to be very funny experiences.  They truly had their very special “moments” that served as a gift to us all who 
were present including his surprised family member and ALF staff accompanying the group on the visit – moments that 
would never have happened without this Museum visit. 

PALM HARBOR HAPPENINGS,    

SPONSORS PALM HARBOR  

MUSEUM ON FACEBOOK! 

Positioned at the forefront of Palm Harbor's digital 
space,   Palm Harbor  Happenings  brings the 
community together with events and local busi-
nesses on social media. Stephanie Andrews and 
Shelly Worden have chosen to sponsor the Palm 
Harbor Museum by donating a percentage of their 
business ad revenues to the Museum! Thank you 
so much! 
 
Please thank them when sharing your business ad 
on Mondays on their site! 

SAVE THE DATE! Sat, November 9, 5:00—9:00 pm 

WINE AND HISTORY: A Vintage Evening at the Museum!  

Wine and Food Pairings with a touch of history! Join us for this Annual Elegant Evening in 
History as we take you on a Video History of Old Palm Harbor amid the stars and the palms! 
Reservations available on-line on our website. 

  



Palm Harbor         
Museum &         

Historical Society 
thank our         
sponsors.  

Membership Application 
Without our annual members, we would not be able to operate the museum.  100% of your annual membership is used by the Society to offer a 

free local museum to members. Membership has its perks!  Enjoy free programs during the year and be the first to be invited to events!   Individ-

uals and business owners are encouraged to fill out a membership form and mail It in with your check.  The  Historical Society is a not for profit 

organization.  Annual Memberships start in January.  

Encourage your friends to join. New Members welcome! 
Name___________________________________Organization (if applicable)____________________________________________  
  
Address______________________________________________________City__________________________St_______________  
  
Zip________________Phone_____________________________Email_________________________________________________  
  
Annual Membership Dues Categories (check one)  
[ ]  $30 Individual   [ ]  $45 Family  [ ]  $100 Sponsor  [ ]  $250 Patron   [ ]  $500 Benefactor  [ ]  $1000 Excelsior  [ ]  $2500 Platinum 
  
Membership Dues     $_____________________________     Additional Contribution____________________________________  
  
Gift Membership       $_____________________________     Gift From_________________________________________________  
  
Total Amount Enclosed    $_____________________________ 

                   Please make check payable to Palm Harbor Historical Society       

S P O N S O R S  

Proud recipient of the Faith Mission Christian Fund 
 of the Pinellas Community Foundation 

    

Inquire About Group Tours  

For Organizations And Schools 

The Palm Harbor Historical Society is a nonprofit organi-

zation comprised of an all volunteer staff and board.  The 

Society has the responsibility of running the museum, 

obtaining historically relevant inventory, archiving photos 

and local literature and preserving the history of Palm 

Harbor, Ozona, Curlew, Wall Springs, East Lake and Crys-

tal Beach.  All museum operations and programs are 

conducted and run solely by the Society.   

 

HOURS:  The Museum is open Wednesday 

through Saturday from 10 am to 2 pm.  
 

2043 Curlew Road, Palm Harbor, Florida 34683 

Phone:  727-724-3054 

http://palmharbormuseum.com/ 

 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK   

www.facebook.com/ 

Palmharbormuseum 

 

LIKE US ON INSTAGRAM   

www.instagram.com/ 

Palmharbormuseum 

 

 

 

 P A L M  H A R B O R   

 H I S T O R I C A L   

 S O C I E T Y ,  I N C  

http://palmharbormuseum.com/

