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N E W S  &  E V E N T S  

Operated By The Palm Harbor Historical Society 

NEW YEAR, NEW EXHIBITS! 
Phase 1 of Palm Harbor Museum’s brand new exhibits showcasing 
the history of the Hartley family and the Palm Harbor region opened to 
the public on Sat, Jan 9. Museum members attended an exclusive 
preview reception on Friday, Jan 8. Our new exhibits were made pos-
sible thanks to a generous grant from the Faith Mission Christian 
Fund through the Pinellas Community Foundation.  
The new displays incorporate audio and video features to enliven the 
experience. Visitors can see the new Hartley Room, dedicated to the 
original family who built the 102 year old house now occupied by the 
Museum. Get a glimpse of Palm Harbor’s unique communities 
through clips of oral history videos.  
Learn about East Lake’s very own cowgirl who worked circles around 
the ranch hands while she managed Boot Ranch for three decades. 
Take a look at the coastal culture that fostered the early fishing indus-
try along the Gulf. Many of the handcrafted display props were 
sourced from regional Florida artists and designers. Visitors can be-
come part of an exhibit slideshow by answering a prompt with a photo 
on their Instagram accounts using a special hashtag.  
Museum Visits are by reservation only on Friday & Saturday. Members & children 12 and under are free; 
Ages 13+, $5.00. Private groups up to 6 people may reserve a tour through Eventbrite.com, search “Palm 

JOIN US IN THE PALM HARBOR MUSEUM ZOOM ROOM 
 
Joy Katzen-Guthrie produces our monthly Meet Me at the Museum programs using this popular online plat-
form. Our onsite lectures may have run out of seats quickly, but our “Zoom Room” allows many more people 
to participate.  
 
Meet Me at the Museum on Zoom is free for Museum Members (nonmembers, $5.) and reservations must 
be made through Eventbrite; Participants will be emailed the Zoom link prior to the event. Donations are 
gratefully accepted and can easily be added to your ticket reservation. 
  
Feb 17, 6:30-7:45pm: Laughter is the Best Medicine!  
We could all use a giggle or two after the year we’ve just had, and Tony 
Belmont, President of the National Comedy Hall of Fame, is here to 
help. The museum, located just up the road in Holiday, covers the history 
of comedy from ancient Greece to the present day. He’ll share the wild 
ride of American comedy from its beginnings to vau-
deville, radio and television.  
nationalcomedyhalloffame.com  
 
Sign up at Eventbrite.com, search “PHM Zoom:  
Laughter is the Best Medicine.”   

 
March 17, 6:30-7:45pm: Topic TBA 



 
 
 

 

F r o m  P H H S  P r e s i d e n t  J e a n  B a r n e s  

   

   

   

 

As the outgoing President, I’m delighted to be passing the reins of the Museum to incoming 
President Bob Fortner. My last two years as President have been filled with lots of great ad-
vancements for the Palm Harbor Museum.  
 
The Museum was fortunate to borrow David Knupp from the Dunedin Museum for several 
months in 2019, to serve as Operations Manager. During his time here, he wrote five grants 
for the Museum, and helped with many administrative tasks. We were able to qualify for the 

2020 Faith Mission grant to build new interactive exhibits. We were awarded a State grant from the Dept of 
State, Dept of Cultural Affairs to purchase a Museum database cataloging system, PastPerfect. Also in 
2019, Dunedin History Museum director Vinnie Luisi loaned us his traveling exhibit, TURN: Washington’s 
Spies, to help us attract new visitors as we had not been able to put on any new exhibits in 2018.  
 
In 2020, we were able to bring back David Knupp as contract designer to build the new interactive exhibits 
funded by the 2020 Faith Mission grant, with Carol’s help and creative ideas.   
 
We have been fortunate to hire Carol Cortright from the Dunedin Museum, as our new Operations Manager 
in Dec 2019, and she is doing a fantastic job. She has started new initiatives for children and families and 
brought with her many new ideas and volunteers. The new activities were cut short by the pandemic, but 
hopefully will be reinstated when it is safe to do so.   
 
We are very proud to have put on 2 fundraisers last year around the pandemic. Our English Tea, always a 
favorite to everyone, was a smashing success, with the Silent Auction bringing in the highest income ever. 
Carol and Penny and many other volunteers helped make this an outstanding event. The following week, 
everything was shut down for the pandemic. A few months later, we took our Wine Around Palm Harbor 
outside for safety and had another successful event, charmingly produced among the camphor trees and 
on the back terrace. The event went into the evening and lights hung everywhere gave it a fairy tale ending 
to our second fundraiser. Thanks to all the wonderful volunteers for making these events the best ever. 
 
We’ve taken our Meet Me at the Museum monthly programs online with the help of Joy Katzen-Guthrie who 
is producing the programs using Zoom, reaching our members and new guests while the Museum has 
been restricted from regular onsite programs.  
 
The Museum obtained three CARES grants totaling $15,500 to pay for Museum overhead expenses 
through this difficult year. Jean also wrote three grants with Carol’s help, which were submitted to the Pinel-
las Community Foundation, enabling us to qualify for a 2021 Faith Mission grant for Phase 2 new exhibits.  
While the pandemic has hurt us severely in terms of restricting visitors, Carol has been assessing the items 
in our Collection, determining what is in our Access database, what items are missing, and what items have 
not been cataloged in preparation of PastPerfect installation.  
 
We have been very fortunate to have Sharon Lamm preparing monthly articles for the Beacon, beautifully 
researched and written. This fantastic series has added greatly to the community awareness of local history 
and activities at the Palm Harbor Museum.  
  
Our Oral History team has been working to add to our video collection of interviews from prominent Palm 
Harbor residents, adding to this program started by a prior Faith Mission grant. As of November 2020, we 
now have 65 oral histories in our collection, with many available for viewing on YouTube. These Oral Histo-
ries are an invaluable resource of information about the community from people who have been involved 
with its development. Much appreciation goes to Oral History team members: Terry Fortner, Barbara Carri-
er, Sallie Parks and Rob Eberhart, and the additional interviewers who help.  
 
As Sam McClelland remarked in Oral History #61, “The value of our Museums does not come from the ob-
jects collected by the Museum, but from people’s stories about them.”  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CURRENT VOLUNTEER NEEDS: 
 
Tour Guide Docents: If working with the public is within your comfort zone at this time, we ask that you consider help-
ing us by serving as a docent. Training will be provided. Docents greet visitors, provide brief tours sharing information 

about our historic buildings and the Palm Harbor region; and perform facility sanitizing procedures between visitor 
groups. Prefer those who can commit to a weekly 4-hour shift, 10am-2pm. Currently need help on Friday or Saturday. 
 
Grant Writers: Finding new sources of funding is an ongoing challenge, especially for small museums like ours. Do 

you have grant writing knowledge and experience you could share with us? 
 
Event Volunteers: We need volunteers to serve on planning committees, recruit table sponsors, request silent auction 
donations and food contributions, as well as set-up and clean-up crews for PHM fundraisers and special events. If you 

have time to help us with this, please get in touch with the Museum. 
 

VOLUNTEER OF THE QUARTER—Allie Bickum 
 

 
 

A retired nurse from New England, Allie brings a double 
dose of awesome to the Palm Harbor Museum! She began 
serving on the PHHS Board last Summer and she also vol-
unteers on Saturdays, helping with anything and everything 
that needs doing to help this Museum tick! She gets the 
word out about Museum programs by delivering fliers around 
town, she’s our Membership Chair, she’s got great ideas and 
she’s gung ho about launching some exciting new fundrais-
ing initiatives very soon! We’re so glad to have her on the 
Museum team! 
 

A Note from Incoming President Bob Fortner 

   
 Hello Friends of PHHM, 
 
It is my honor to be the incoming president for the museum.  We have a great board and team of volunteers and 
are blessed to have Carol Cortright as operations manager. 
 
Of course we are deeply indebted to Jean Barnes for all she has done as president and our past presidents as 
well. I am looking forward to Terry Haas leading the board in a review of our mission, vision and values.  After that 
meeting we will share with all of you that information and ask for your input and support. Your input is extremely 
valuable to us as without you we cannot exist.   
 
Let’s have faith that 2021 will see the covid virus no longer governing our lives and the museum’s activities. Until 
then, please continue to participate in our zoom presentations, including the Annual Membership Meeting on 
February 9 at 7:00 pm. Please sign in at 6:45. I look forward to seeing you then. 
Bob Fortner  

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING ON ZOOM 
Feb 9, 2021 at 7pm 

Zoom log in details will be emailed to members prior to the event. 



 

2 n d  A n n u a l  W i n e  A r o u n d  P a l m  H a r b o r ,  N o v  7 ,  2 0 2 0  

 

 Membership*Round-up 

Welcome & Thank You to these New & Renewing Members! 
 
 

O r a l  H i s t o r i e s  O n  Y o u T u b e  
Palm Harbor Museum’s Oral History Program not only preserves the voices of Palm Harbor’s past, it supports additional inter-
pretive features in our exhibits. We are grateful for the citizens of Palm Harbor who want to tell their stories. The interviews are 
available for viewing on YouTube. Search YouTube under Palm Harbor Museum and Palm Harbor Museum Oral Histories. 
Email the Museum to inquire about recording an Oral History: palmharbormuseum@outlook.com . 

Individual & Family 
Roberta Bourgeois 

Elaine Campoli 
Cynthia Cooke 

Judy Goldy 
Green Innovations Plus 

Barbara Greenfield 
Joy Katzen-Guthrie 

Joan Mitchem 
Arthur Olds 

Bill & Pat Polaski 
Susan Rishworth 

Thomas & Dorothea Rose 
Martha Royo 

Nancy Rushton 
Marion Serna 

Carl Stump 
James Wiesner 
Gail Williams 

Business Sponsor 
Caladesi Memories/Terry Fortner 

 
Sponsor 

Peggy O’Shea 
 

Business Patron 
Care Placement Home              

Health  Agency 
“I recently attended your Wine Around 
Palm Harbor event and thoroughly en-
joyed it! As the owner of a business...in 
downtown Palm Harbor, I appreciate 
what your organization does for our 

community.” Ruth Fanovich 

 

Platinum Sponsor 
Jean Barnes 

 

Patron 
Erhan Ozey 



Running a museum during a pandemic reminds me of the time we drove the Blue Ridge 
Parkway in a dense fog. It was impossible to see what was down the road, so we had to 
concentrate on what was right in front of us.   
  
Fortunately, we held our last English Tea fundraiser in March before we buckled down to 
ride out COVID19. Most of our volunteers stayed home to stay safe, and programming 
took a dive. Behind the scenes, the work went on—new exhibits were developed, thanks 
to a generous grant from the Faith Mission Christian Fund through the Pinellas Communi-

ty Foundation. We took our monthly Meet Me at the Museum series online with the help of a skillful Zoom 
moderator. PHHS President Jean Barnes applied for and received funding from the CARES act to help with 
the bills, since the operational costs of a museum are always there, even when visitors and regular income 
streams are not.   
  
As the months of learning how to navigate life during a pandemic wore on, we got a little braver. The muse-
um reopened for private tours, using the ticketing website Eventbrite to streamline reservations and make 
admission payment easy and touchless. We figured out how to safely bring back our popular Wine Around 
Palm Harbor fall fundraiser, which we pulled off with much success…outdoors, with masks, and hand sani-
tizer, and proper distancing.   
   
When I wrote my first Operations Manager’s note for the January 2020 newsletter, that year seemed so full 
of hope. Now we’re facing the blank slate of a new year again—and I have to admit, my optimism is tem-
pered with uncertainty this time around. I’ve learned not to plan too much too soon. Lots of museums, this 
one included, are looking at a long road to recovery, because it feels like the last ten months took away the 
incredible leap we made in early 2020 and now we have to start over.  
 
Starting over isn’t necessarily a bad thing though. In many ways, it’s just what PHM needs. We’re entering 
the new year by unveiling the first phase of new permanent exhibits that will finally give the museum its his-
torical anchor, with more to come, thanks to another Faith Mission grant for 2021. With the implementation 
of the professional museum software system, PastPerfect, we can begin the journey to properly organ-
ize, record and manage the museum collections. We look forward to re-launching our monthly Family Day 
along with some new activities later this spring if COVID19 conditions improve.  
  
Meanwhile, thank you for your continued support and stay tuned for more good things to come from your 
local history museum!  
 
—Carol Cortright, PHM Operations Manager   

( S o m e h o w ,  I  M a n a g e )  

Get Your Local History Fix in the BOOK NOOK! 
 
You’ll find a variety of local history gems in our new Book 
Nook, including Savor a Taste of Florida’s West Coast, 
Victoria Bailey’s visual feast that features local restau-
rants’ signature dishes (with recipes!), brewery spotlights. 
($30) 
 
It’s No Bull by Arthur “Buz” Olds ($20) is a “must have” for East 
Lake residents and those interested in the history of Al Boyd’s 
Boot Ranch. Our late museum co-founder Winona Jones’ book, 

Around Palm Harbor ($20) is a breezy trip through Palm      
Harbor’s history told through old photographs.  
 
If you would like to purchase any of these or view other titles in our new Book Nook, Fridays and 
Saturdays, 10-2 are the best times to stop by. Just call the Museum at (727) 724-3054 or email 
palmharbormuseum@outlook.com and let us know when to expect you, since we are minimally 
staffed at this time. Credit card purchases require an additional $2. service fee. Books can be 
mailed for a $5 shipping fee. 

mailto:palmharbormuseum@outlook.com


T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  S P O N S O R S  

PHM is a proud recipient of the Faith 
Mission Christian Fund of the            

Pinellas  
Community Foundation 

    

 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK   

www.facebook.com/ 

Palmharbormuseum 

 

 

 

LIKE US ON iNSTAGRAM   

www.instagram.com/ 

Palmharbormuseum 

 

2043 Curlew Road, Palm Harbor, Florida 34683 

Phone:  727-724-3054 

palmharbormuseum.com  

HOURS: Open by appointment only on Fridays and Saturdays 

from 10 am to 2 pm FOR RESERVED TOURS. Book your tour 

at Eventbrite.com, search “Palm Harbor Museum Tours.” 

 

 P A L M  H A R B O R   

 H I S T O R I C A L   

 S O C I E T Y ,  I N C  

M E M B E R S H I P  

CARES Grants 

Membership Application 
Without our annual members, we would not be able to operate the museum.  100% of your annual membership is used by the Society to 
offer a free local museum to members. Membership has its perks!  Enjoy free programs during the year and be the first to be invited to 
events!   Individuals and business owners are encouraged to fill out a membership form and mail It in with your check.  The  Historical Soci-

ety is a not for profit organization.  Annual Memberships start in January.  
Encourage your friends to join. New Members welcome! 

Name__________________________________Organization (if applicable)______________________________________ 
  
Address___________________________________________________City__________________________St___________ 
  
Zip________________Phone_____________________________Email__________________________________________ 
Annual Membership Dues Categories (check one)  
[ ] $30 Individual   [ ] $45 Family  [ ] $100 Sponsor  [ ] $250 Patron  [ ] $500 Benefactor   ] $1000 Excelsior [ ] $2500 Platinum  
 
Membership Dues     $________________________     Additional Contribution___________________________________ 
Gift Membership       $__________________________  From_________________________________________________ 
  
Total Amount Enclosed    $______________________    Please make check payable to Palm Harbor Historical Society       
  


